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On the
prowl for
wildlife
in the
Komodo

Meet Sammi and Kallum

This couple is the inspiration bahind our latest campaign

Their Antipodean travel, connection, and true love story
showcases the powerful connection of Kiwis and Aussies

Laearn more about their story Inside

Proudly connecting Kiwis and Aussies with
each other and the world for over 60 years
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Southeast Asia: Indonesia )»

Face to face with a

Beast from the East

With a group of friends, Erik Trinidad cruises
daround Indonesia’s Komodo Islands on a classic,
but modernised schooner, on the prowl for wildlife

The Komexda blands’ Pink Biach gots s coloar
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lengih and weigh more than Pkg, (oo /10

hen | peceptod an invitation
to b part of my friend s trip
on a luxury charter yacht
erudse around Indonssia’s
Komodo Islands, I was
excited that [ might
encounter the endangered ginmt lizards thatare
eponymons with the reglon.

With Komodo drsgons on my mind. I'd
somehow forgotten that Mother Natare has
birthed many other creatiures — and it wasn't
hong before some made their appearance. During
our first sunset a1 sea, when our yacht anchored
off the const of Kalong Island, we saw not only
our awe-inspiring star desconding below the
hoirion bt also the aston lshing parsde of frult
bats soaring above, ready to start their might

Gliding in the orange hues of twilight, they
flew highenough above us not o conjure upany
feelings of supernotural dread bt rather_an
appreciation for the wild. natural workd

As the nocturnal crestures began hunting for
broakifast, | conldn't help but realtse that we
ahserved this spectecle of nature from the
comiort of the KLM Celestia, just as wewere
abotit o enjoy & meal ourselves — no hinting
requilred — and that perhaps our admbration for
these wild fruil bats might not have been as
miagical if we hndn 't been obserying them from
theluxury of a yacht
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Celpstia s a clnssic but modemn ised phinisi
o traditional Indonesian schooner — that made
its madden voyage in June 2023 and hns since
brought small charter groups on toors of the
Komodo Islands, the Maluku Islands, Raja Ampa
ind other destinations around the archipelagic
nation. Celestin is the result of n pandemic times
family project by Indonesian siblings Jason
Tabnbujan snd Jasm e Chong, who
commiissioned the construct bon of the 45-metre
vessel, combining old, Unesco recogn ised boat
bulilding vechnigues, new tochnologies, and
mexiern amenities sacross its seven staterooms
and commion areas. [t'saesthetically held
together by aclean and slegant interfordesign
tastefully executed by Josmine Chong, who
works as o fashion designer in New York City

Celestia prides itseifon the “art of being with
nature, &t sea” while also being proudly
Indonesian-owned and operated amidst many
o lgn-owned chinrter yachts

By the third day of our five-duy,/ four-nlght
authenitically Indonesian sea voyage, I'd still not
vet encoantered 8 Komodo dragon, and [
wandered i that was due to theirdwindling
population. However. | was still enthralled by
othercreatures, particularly those under waber.
Cefloatin ks fully equipped with scubasquipment.
und withthedive crow | marvelled at the
multitude of colourful tropleal fish, curious

Checklist

moray eels, a peacock mantis shrimp,and two
magnificent giant manta rays gracefully soaring
right beside us while traversing abay

Above all, my mind was blown by 8 chamelson-

like cuttlefish that first come into sight with its
tentackes upright. appearing like dark staghorn
caral, but then maglcally colour: and shape-
shifted back to normal right before my eyes when
swimmingaway.

Asenihralling as scuba diving can be, it
certainly takes its toll on the body — bt that
wasn't anything the onbeonrd masseuse couldn 't
knesd away inamassage therapy session
However, oneorgan still nesded nitention: my
stamuch, which was easily satisfied by Celestin’s
galley stafl, under direction of Indonesian
Executive Chel Wayan Kresna Yosa

Ower the five days, they prepared and served
food ranging from Western dishes toclassic
Indonesinn fare, including my local favourites
boal remdin, tempeh lodoh (cocotit mlk-based
v stew), o gndo gado (veg with tofu and fried
peantits) — all glven a sphoy kick withscratch
mude sambal (spicy chili sauce).

Meals fuelled our bodies for water sports
around the ship, and the several landings we
made around the Komodo archipelago.

Far achange of scenery one morning, wo lald
ouf to relnx on the rose-hued sands of Pink Beach
Oneafternoon, wehiked up the steps to one of

the peak summits of Padar |sland for another
awe-inspiring sunset. Another day westrolled on
the sandbarof Taka Makassar, which appears
anly st low tids

We landed on i privinte tland fora rond's
birthday dinner party, perfectly sxecuted by
Celestia’s crew with great food and live music
And becanse we were in the Komodos, we mads
anobligatory landing on Rincs lsland, bome of
the mindn visitor centre fior Komodo Natlonal
Park, where 1 finally had an encounter sith the
el Egepnoies dragons that had cagt ivated me since
before the croise began.

A Unesco World Herdtage Site sinoe 1991,
Komaodo National Park is home to the majority
off the remadning 3000af Uhe world s largest | ving
albeit ondangered. Hzards. With the guidonee of
a few park rangers, we sought them in their
naturalenvironment. and it wasn't long before
one satintered intoourmidst. Soon, we
amcourntered o fow maore. If thase fortultous
ERCOUNTETS Weren'tenough to gratify me, wiat
followod was vet another scene of raw nature
amale mounted s female in s mating rimal, righe
before pureyes.

The sight of an endangered species procresting
for [ts srvival was another magical mament
firom Mother Nature. From here, we departed the
willd to continee sailing in the lap of comfort and
style, Celestia pampering us until the last sunset.



